
Thursday, April 20, 2023 3:30 P.M. via Zoom
https://miami.zoom.us/j/95842695073

Cooper Fellows Lectures are free and open to the public.  

 For more information, contact Rose Glemaud at 
305-284-4021; rglemaud@miami.edu.

WWW.AS.MIAMI.EDU/LECTURES
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Viviana Díaz Balsera, PhD
Professor of Spanish

Michelle Bowman Underwood Department of 
Modern Languages & Literatures

Title: The Hostile Paradise: Facing 
 the Franciscan Missions 
in La Florida, 1587-1763  

Abstract: The presentation will offer an overview 
of the Franciscan missions in La Florida and the 
Indigenous peoples who engaged most intimately 
with the friars. The talk will specifically address 
extant Spanish-Timucua religious imprints, co-
produced at the height of missionary activity by two 
Franciscans and unacknowledged multilingual 
Timucua intellectuals. Recent breakthroughs in the 
field are providing contemporary scholars access to 
English translations of the Timucua versions of 
these imprints. Timucua is the first Native American 
language in present United States to have been 
recorded in Latin script. 
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