
Academic 
Continuity
Teaching Strategies and 
Considerations when Creating 
and Deploying Online Tests 
through Blackboard Learn



Learning Innovation and Faculty Engagement
We partner with university stakeholders to advance the culture of teaching and learning at the U. 

Contact life@miami.edu for 
teaching guidance.

Create resources, assignments and 
other curricula assets.

Provide evidence-based pedagogical 
guidance.

Recommend meaningful application of 
technologies. 

mailto:life@miami.edu


Resources Students and Faculty

Online Interactive Course for Students
Getting Started with Learning Online

Online Resource Page for Faculty (and Students)
Assessments and Academic Integrity

Technical Assistance and Guidance
Learning Platforms Team: learningplatforms@miami.edu. (305) 284-3949

https://academictechnologies.it.miami.edu/explore-technologies/academic-integrity/index.html
mailto:learningplatforms@miami.edu


Instructional Live Session

Creating a Test

Virtually Proctoring the Test

Pedagogical Recommendations





















Technical Recommendations 

Set up a practice exam or direct students to online course. 

Share ‘Home Wi-Fi FAQs and Tips’ with students.

Share explicit instructions, including how to prevent errors 
and what to do if something goes wrong.

Uncheck ‘Force Completion’ - leverage timer/auto-submit.

Add images, files and web-links to individual feedback. 

https://www.it.miami.edu/_assets/pdf/home-wifi-tips.pdf


Academic Integrity Recommendations 

Allowing a 15-minute buffer for technical issues.
Time limits - restrict when the quiz is accessed  & for how long.

Use question groups or question banks & randomize questions.

Have students submit notes via ‘Upload a file’ question.

Respondus Lockdown Browser (without Monitor).

Review and agree to Honor Statement. 



Pedagogical Recommendations 

Move beyond simple facts: Ensure questions prompt students to apply concepts to 
new scenarios, or ask them to identify the best of multiple correct answers.

Create open-book exams:Modify multiple-choice items to allow students to take 
exam as an open-book.  An instructor can create more conceptual or applied 
questions that students cannot easily look up in a textbook.

Create user overrides: Blackboard Tests allow instructors to add additional time or 
allow multiple attempts for students who need accommodations. 

Have students create test questions: For larger classes, consider having students 
work in teams to design their own assessments. Encourage them to create questions 
that would use higher-order thinking skills, that an instructor could use in the final 
exam (with minor modifications). 



Academic and Business Continuity Guides 

Teaching and Supporting Students During Times of 
Disruption
bit.ly/um_ac

UMIT Academic and Business Continuity 
it.miami.edu/continuity

http://bit.ly/um-ac
https://www.it.miami.edu/continuity/


Tips for Exams and Alternative Assessments

Tips for Exams and Alternative Assessments

Alternatives to Traditional Testing 

Handling Exams When Your Course Unexpectedly Moves Online 

https://sasoue.rutgers.edu/teaching-learning/remote-exams-assessment#special-advice-for-open-book-assessment-in-quantitative-courses
https://teaching.berkeley.edu/resources/improve/alternatives-traditional-testing
https://blogs.iu.edu/citl/2020/03/13/exams-online/#.XphbzW4pCLt

